
Successful 
citizen science 

projects have locally 
appropriate and adaptive 

structures to the community 
with a functional network of 

coordination and established 
mechanism for information 

delivery. (Pollock & 
Whitelaw, 2005)

The growth 
of a program 

is possible through 
networks that enable a 

real time communication 
and face to face 

interactions. (Evans et 
al. 2005, Gallo & 

Wait 2011)

Relationships 
are essential 

parts of the act of 
learning and “doing 

science at a local 
level”. (Lee & 
Roth 2003)
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Our network analysis shows that professional exchange occurs within a dense network where scientific coordination plays a significant role within the network. Also, the external Lepiforum – 
an online platform with tools for species identification and information about species ecology – is central for the professional communication among participants. Personal exchange also takes 

place, but is less intense among less connected participants. Personal exchange brings new players (non-participants) into the network (indicated by the stars). There are numerous unspecific 
contacts outside the network (yellow symbols) as well as contacts to NGO’s (green symbols). For both networks, strong ties (bold lines) dominate over weak ties.

The questionnaire analysis shows that learning is an ongoing process. In particular, participants received a greater understanding about scientific literacy. Further, of great relevance is the 
possibility to professional exchange with coordinators.
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Background

Aim of the Study
Unraveling the network 
metaphor in the Citizen 

Science context.

General Results
132 registered participants from 15 states

n= 62 filled-in questionnaires 
(47% response rate)
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